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of health, such tools do not attain the degree
of rigour demanded of a precise scientific
instrument. More worryingly, the text could
also be criticised from the very perspective
that it intends to promote. It could be argued
that a fundamental tension exists between the
relatively enlightened thoughts on concepts
of health contained within the introductory
chapter and the highly formal and quantified
tools that subsequently follow. In reviewing
discrepancies between the SF-36 measure of
general health and associated qualitative as-
sessments ofhealth, Hill, Harries, and Popay'
have already suggested that irrespective of
any intended sensitivity, quantitative tools can
never match the subtlety gained from more
open ended methods. This tension is left
largely unresolved in the text.

Bowling herself points out that it is easy to
criticise established tools. It is also arguable
that in a policy context which demands quant-
itative data to inform decision making, such
tools are practical, pragmatic, and inherently
useful. If this is the case, Bowling's book
provides an important step towards the de-
velopment of measures of quality of life that
are both sensitive and rigorous.

SANDY WHITELAW
Lecturer in Health Promotion,

University of Manchester
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Corrigendum
Smoking and health promotion in Nazi
Germany
The letter which appeared in October 1995
(49(5):555) was submitted by George Davey
Smith and Matthias Egger. The letter is re-
printed on p 109.

Society for Social Medicine Abstracts
The abstracts which appeared in the October
1995 issue (vol 49(5):534-54) were from the
September 1995 scientific meeting of the
Society for Social Medicine, not the 1994
meeting.

112

 on A
pril 16, 2024 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://jech.bm

j.com
/

J E
pidem

iol C
om

m
unity H

ealth: first published as 10.1136/jech.50.1.112-a on 1 F
ebruary 1996. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://jech.bmj.com/

