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of the implications of this in the context of other
research findings and current policy. In addition, it
would have been useful to have some discussion of the
possible effects of a biased sample. The fact that all
respondents were volunteers from the Home Counties
and that two thirds of them were middle class must
surely have some effect upon the conclusions drawn
about the nature of caring relationships. The section
dealing with support from services makes depressing
reading, but readers should bear in mind that the
sample consisted ofcarers who had ceased co-resident
caring during the preceding 10 years. Thus comments
on services relate to a period some considerable time in
the past.

Despite these criticisms this is a valuable
contribution to the research literature on caring. Parts
of the book, particularly the case studies, would
provide good teaching material for many courses for
professions whose role involves providing service
support for elderly people and their carers.

DAVID WILKIN
Centre for Primary Care Research
Department of General Practice,

University of Manchester

SHORT REVIEWS

Early prediction and prevention of child abuse.
Eds: Kevin Browne, Cliff Davies, Peter Stratton
(Pp 315; £9.50) Chichester: John Wiley, 1988.

This book arose from a conference organised by the
Society for Reproductive and Infant Psychology. The
objective was to bring together what is known to be
helpful in predicting and preventing the abuse and
neglect ofyoung children, and in particular to explore
ways in which the knowledge and skills of
psychologists could be integrated with the work of
other disciplines. The book is divided into three
sections covering: prevalence and prediction,
identification and prevention, and understanding and
treating child abuse in the family context. The authors
comprise experts in psychology and community
paediatrics in the UK and USA. Each chapter is
extremely well referenced and should be ofvalue to all
those concerned with child health in the community.

Book reviews

Pharmacoepidemiology: An introduction. Eds:
Abraham G Hartzema, Miquel S Porta, Hugh H
Tilson (Pp 73; $24) Cincinnati: Harvey Whitney
Books, 1988.

A new subspeciality of epidemiology inevitably leads
to books defining and categorising the field.
Pharmacoepidemiology is no exception, and this short
A4 styled booklet provides a useful introduction. The
content originally appeared as a nine part series in the
journal Drug Intelligence and Clinical Pharmacy and
includes such issues as the identification of adverse
drug events, methods for studying drug utilisation,
postmarketing surveillance, record linkage and risk
analysis.

Oxford database of perinatal trials. Ed: lain
Chalmers (Set of 5 25 inch disks for use on IBM
compatible computers, minimum 512K RAM,
12 megabytes hard disk storage, £600.00)
Oxford: Oxford Electronic Publishing, 1989.

In 1978 Dr Iain Chalmers began to compile a register
of references on randomised controlled trials in
perinatal medicine. It is the information held in this
register that forms the basis of the Oxford database of
perinatal trials. Distributed on floppy disks, the
database comprises references to over 3000 published
reports of randomised trials and details of many
unpublished ongoing and planned trials in the field. In
addition, overviews by experts provide interpretations
of results from groups of similar trials and the
implications for current practice and future research.
This is an exciting new method oftransmitting medical
information.

Davey and Lightbody's The control of disease in
the tropics (5th Edition) Ed: David Stevenson
(Pp 509; £12.00) London: H K Lewis, 1987.

The latest edition of this classic text retains much of
the original style and content. The major infectious
diseases affecting the developing world and methods
for their prevention are covered. Needless to say,
AIDS is now included and there is an update onWHO
initiatives in prevention including the expanded
programme on immunisation. This book has stood the
test of time for over 30 years and remains essential
reading for students of tropical community health.
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Book reviews

Data analysis for clinical medicine. The
quantitative approach to patient care in
Gastroenterology Ed: Thomas C Chalmers (Pp
217; $49) Manchester: International University
Press, 1988.

The application of epidemiological methods and
statistics into clinical practice has taken place in
gastroenterology probably more than in any other
speciality. In this book an international group of
authors provides a very comprehensive update. The
introductory chapters are on biostatistics, uses and
interpretation of epidemiological data, clinical
decision analysis, clinical trials and meta analysis. This
is followed by detailed analysis ofcomplex decisions in
gastroenterology, for example, how to manage
gastrointestinal haemorrhage, recurrent duodenal
ulcer and dyspepsia.

Etiology of dementia of Alzheimer's type Eds:
Henderson AS, Henderson JH (Pp 251; £32.95)
Chichester: John Wylie & Sons, 1988.

This book covers epidemiological, clinical and
pathological aspects ofAlzheimer's disease. It is based
on contributions to a recent workshop in Berlin.
Although not comprehensive in its coverage, each
topic is covered in depth and is well referenced. As
such it may prove useful to those conducting research
on Alzheimer's disease or requiring a detailed
introduction to this important subject.

A dictionary of epidemiology (2nd Edition) Ed:
John M Last (Pp 141; £9.95) Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 1988.

Confusion with the nomenclature ofepidemiology still
abounds. Building on the success of the first edition,
this expanded version has many new and amended
entries. Based on the contributions from over 100
correspondents in 25 countries and partly sponsored
by the International Epidemiological Association, the
definitions should be considered the "gold standards"
of epidemiology. It needs to be on the desk of every
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Renewing the promise. Medicare and its reform.
Eds: David Blumenthal, Mark Schlesinger,
Pamela Drumheller (Pp 215; £24.00) Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 1988.

For those interested in the provision of health care in
the USA, this is a useful book. It is a comprehensive
examination of the legislative history, current status
and future prospects of Medicare. The editors provide
an analysis ofMedicare accomplishments and failings,
and discuss alternative approaches for reform. The
book is extremely detailed and well referenced, but
somewhat heavy going.

International incidence of childhood cancer. Eds:
Parkin DM, Stiller CA, Draper, GJ, Bieber CA,
Terracini B, Young JL, (Pp 401, £30.00) Lyon:
International Agency for Research in Cancer,
(IARC Scientific Publications No 87) 1988.

The International Agency for Research in Cancer has
for many years brought together data from cancer
registries around the world. This volume is concerned
with cancer in childhood and is probably one of the
most extensive collections of data published on this
subject. Each country is covered in separate chapters
and begins with a short commentary on the data
followed by frequency tables by age, sex and
diagnostic group. Unfortunately, the years covered
are not the same for each country, but this does not
detract significantly from the value of this book as a
statistical reference on the subject.

Health. Eds: Burns CJ, Morgan GJD (Pp 31;
£1.25) Walsall: Local Studies Project, Walsall
Education Committee, 1989.

For those tired of turgid texts, a read of this little
booklet will provide some interesting and amusing
insights into children's perceptions of health problems
and their treatment. Contributions from around 50
children describe medical histories in their own words
and how they would deal with common ailments. "If I
had a cold I would askmum 'What shall I do?' I'll go to
the doctor's and ask him for some medicine. I am
ready for my medicine. Yuk! But I haven't got a cold
now."
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