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Statistics of Stillbirth and Early Neonatal Death (Statis-
tiques de mortinatalite et de mortalite precoce.
(Annee 1947).) LEVY-SOLAL, M., and LAUTMANN,
(1948). Gynec. et Obstet., 47, 302.
The authors present the 1947 statistics ofneonatal death

and death in early infancy for the Baudelocque Maternity
Hospital, Paris. They refer to 3,687 births; 83 (2-27
per cent.) babieswere macerated or stillborn, and 35 (O 97
per cent.) died in the first 12 days. It is specified that no
child weighing under 2,500 g. is discharged from the
hospital; 255 of those born alive were under this
weight.
There still is no general agreement in France as

regards the definition of stillbirth and early neonatal
mortality, that is, death in the first 72 hours of infancy.
An international ruling would be welcome. Neither is
there a specific definition of the term " debility ',' (im-
maturity), weight still being the main criterion for this
condition, although certain infants of under 2,500 g.
weight appear healthy and vigorous, while others seem
hypotonic and are difficult to rear. Mortality in the first
12 days (35 cases) was due to obstetric trauma (6),
malformations (7), immaturity (14), toxicosis or diarrhoea
(3), Rh-incompatibility (2), and various other causes (3).
Of these children, 26 weighed less than 2,500 g. The
importance of otitis media is stressed. The rare cases of
pulmonary oedema quickly responded to oxygen and
penicillin therapy.
Comparing their 2 - 27 percent. stillbirthratewithfigures

for previous years, the authors believe that improvement
has been considerable, because ofprogress in prophylaxis
and treatment of syphilis, pregnancy toxaemias, dispro-
portion, heart affections, and tuberculosis, and also
because of better obstetric technique (caesarean section,
resuscitation). Immature infants are isolated in special
wards where they receive the classical treatment under
special supervision. It is especially in improvement of
care of these infants that, in the authors' opinion, better
results can be obtained. H. Godar

Children's Hostels in War and Peace. WINNICoTr, D. W.
(1948). Brit. J. med. PsychoL., 21, 175.
A plea is made for the retention of hostels for difficult

children in peace time, especially if the children can be
under the direction of the psychiatrist who sees them in
the clinics. Little new in psychological theory came out
of evacuation experience, but a large number of people
became aware both of the existence of, and reasons for,
antisocial behaviour of children. Two broad categories
of children require in peace time to be sent to hostels with
specially trained staff: (1) those whose homes do not
exist; (2) those whose parents cannot form a stable back-
ground in which the child can develop, and those with an
existing home which contains a mentally ill parent. It is
essential that the staff of hostels should be supported and
advised by the psychiatrist and psychiatric social worker.
In fact the staff may need more attention than the chil-
dren, for, if the latter are properly placed and cared for in
the right psychological environment, little other treatment
may be needed. Individual psychotherapymay beneeded,
but it is noticeable that the better the warden or the

parent the more the intrusion of the psychotherapist will
be resisted or even resented. Such work is definitely
prophylactic in the interests of the Home Office, whose
function it is to prevent crime.

Sixteen case notes are appended as illustration; the
wholesale closing down of war time hostels is deplored.
Attention is drawn to the fact that practically no accom-
modation is available for psychotic children. " Officially
they do not exist." R. G. Gordon

The First Ten Years of Rheumatic Infection in Childhood.
ASH, R. (1948). Amer. Heart J., 36, 89.
The author analyses a follow-up study of 547 children

observed for 10 years after the onset of rheumatic fever.
At the end of the 10-year period over 90 per cent. ofthe
group had been located. At the end of the initial
attack 41 per cent. gave no evidence ofheart disease; of
these over 76 still showed no evidence of heart disease
at the end of 10 years, while only 5 per cent. had died
of rheumatic infection or bacterial endocarditis. Of
those children with rheumatic heart disease in the initial
attack, over 40 per cent. had died by the end of 10 years
of rheumatic infection or bacterial endocarditis, while
in just under 10 per cent. the signs ofcardiac involvement
had disappeared.
The results agree closely with the larger group reported

earlier by Jones and Bland (Trans. Ass. Amer. Phys., 1942,
57, 265). R. J. Grant

Social Conflict and the Challenge to Psychology. MONEY-
KYRLE, R. E. (1948). Brit. J. med. Psychol., 21, 215.
Psychologists have recently claimed that world

problems are psychological as well as economic. Now
that economic theories have not proved very successful,
psychologists are being challenged to make good their
claims. The difficulty of this lies in the difference of
attitude between science and ethics. Science is neutral
in its attitude and may therefore be evasive: ethics are
partisan. While in individual mental health the environ-
ment is important, the underlying motives are really more
important. So in social health a study of motives may
also be significant and the promotion ofthis study may be
the contribution of psychology to social sciences. A
non-partisan approach to the study of motives will show
how society tends to divide everything into white and
black, into good and bad, and how the guilt of one side
is projected into the bad (opposing) party or nation.
Even people who are normally both modest and
charitable in private life and easily forgive their enemies,
find it much harder to criticize the party or nation with
which they, identify themselves and may be implacable
in their moral condemnation of its opponents. Those
who are unable to admit any share of blame are never
able to forgive their enemies and those who are never
forgiven find it still more difficult to become conscious
of their guilt. Thus the denial and projection of guilt
is one of the main factors in national and political
vindictiveness and so tends to the perpetuation of all
feuds and to political callousness and tyranny. Rapid
progress cannot be expected in changing the viewpoint
of individuals, but gradually more and more people may
be got to think in this way. R. G. Gordon
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