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    Abstract
Background Breastfeeding makes an important contribution to infant and maternal lifelong health. Marketing and promotion of Breast Milk Substitutes (BMS) is recognised as an important barrier to breastfeeding. Commission Delegated Regulation 2016/127 regarding first infant formulas (FIF) and follow-on formulas (FOF), which supplements the overarching Food for Specific Groups Regulation, regulates labelling and advertising so as not to discourage breastfeeding. BMS must display a statement concerning the superiority of breastmilk and must not use text or images idealising the use of formula or suggesting a product is equivalent to breastmilk. The present study aimed to analyse on-package labelling of BMS to assess use of messaging relating to breastfeeding and compliance with GB regulations.

Methods Formula products available over the counter in GB between April and October 2020 were identified, and pictures of all sides of packs were collated using NVivo 12. The presence and appearance of the mandatory statement concerning the superiority of breastmilk was recorded. Text and images idealising the use of formula were identified using GB legislation and guidance notes, to aid compliance with the legislation, issued by the Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC).

Results In total, 18 FIF, 18 FOF and 16 specialist formulas were identified. All 52 products included the mandatory statement concerning the superiority of breastmilk. Despite DHSC guidance that this statement ‘should be afforded a high degree of prominence’, it was generally in the smallest lettering on the pack and hidden at the back. Based on DHSC guidance notes, text which may idealise the use of formula, and therefore be considered non-permitted, was identified on 6% of FIFs, 22% of FOFs and 6% of specialist formulas. Images which may idealise the use formula were found on 67% of FIFs, 78% of FOFs and 75% of specialist formulas; including images of teddy bears, baby elephants and a stalk.

Conclusion On-package labelling of BMS in GB includes text and images that appear to idealise the use of formula and could be considered non-permitted according to DHSC guidance notes to BMS regulations. However, lack of detail in the legislation makes it difficult to clearly determine compliance. Providing additional detail in the legislation, such as specifying permitted imagery, would aid identification of breaches, facilitate enforcement and provide greater protection of caregivers from BMS promotion.


	infant formula
	breast milk substitute
	legislation




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/jech-2022-SSMabstracts.13

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	infant formula
	breast milk substitute
	legislation




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alert
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 SoundCloud

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1470-2738Print ISSN: 0143-005X

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


