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        Vast power and wealth can damage welfare

      
    

      
      Budget numbers often seem dull and confusing. But they can test the promises of political leaders against financial realities. Government budgetary spending, which underpins national policies, indicates a nation’s true priorities. The US Bush Administration reveals its aims in its 5-year budget plan. Totalling US$2.7 trillion for 2007 alone, the plan augurs grave effects on the nation’s health and international well-being, and adds over $1 trillion to the $5 trillion national debt.1



  





      These priorities are misplaced because they are creating vulnerabilities for the US. The effects include its decline in world opinion, limits on its ability to address major global issues such as global warming, growing US wealth gaps and poverty, a weakening of science and education, and massive foreign debt, increasingly held by volatile nations such as China.2 Within this brief space, I focus on health and welfare.

    

      PRIORITIES

      The priorities are clear. Of available budgeted funds, the plan projects rises for defence (10.8%) and homeland security, mainly anti-terrorism (4.6%), and sharp cuts in domestic social programmes (over 16%). When defence, as well as off-budget military funds and nuclear weapons programmes are included, these funds will reach at least $600 billion next year alone. Ongoing costs of America’s wars are now running at $10 billion monthly. Social programmes, by comparison, will get about $370 billion next year. Furthermore, proposed tax cuts are mainly for millionaires—who this year get over $110 000 in benefits from previous cuts—whereas the poorest fifth of tax payers get $23 this year. Tax cuts will cost a quarter trillion dollars during the budget plan, to be paid in cuts to social programmes, or more debt.3

      Defence funds for Iraqi reconstruction are being shifted to pay for armed private security guards, taking $6 billion of the total … 

    


View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	
        Competing interests: None declared.

      




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
        Linked Articles

    
  
  
    	In this issueIn this issue

Carlos Alvarez-Dardet
John R Ashton


Journal of Epidemiology & Community Health 2007; 61 273-273   Published Online First:  19 Mar 2007. 







  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alert
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 SoundCloud

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1470-2738Print ISSN: 0143-005X

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


