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	intravenous drug users

Enrollees in a study who cease participation for one reason or another can create problems for those who analyse and interpret the data. These problems include loss of statistical power, bias in the study results, and lack of generalisability of the study findings. Whether the study is a clinical trial or an observational study these problems may exist. In trials, for example, non-random withdrawals may compromise the comparability between the treatment groups and hence introduce a bias and in observational studies selective withdrawal may limit the generalisability of the study results. Much has been written about the consequences of non-random withdrawals and some authors have offered statistical techniques that can effectively adjust for the resulting bias if certain assumptions are met. Although it is not generally possible to compensate for all of the problems created by attrition, certain considerations like statistical power and adequate representation of important subgroups can … 
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