
glossary of the terms and notation used. Each
chapter ends with a comprehensive list of
references, which includes both up to date
citations and also the "classics". A feature,
which the authors use to great effect, is the
liberal inclusion ofboth real and hypothetical
examples; these help to consolidate new
concepts, and are essential for the innumerate
in following the statistical procedures. This is
a very practical book. Even a novice will be
able to use the techniques described in the
first section, and to follow, at least
conceptually, the procedures described in the
second part of the book.
As with all books, there are minor

irritations: table 6-3 is 11 pages away from its
first and only mention; the OPCS has
superseded the Ministry of Pensions (p1 13)
as a source ofvital status tracing; and the style
of English is stodgy in places. Nevertheless,
this is an excellent book, which should be on
the shelves of every library. It will be
invaluable to anyone with an interest in
occupational epidemiology, and especially to
professionals who do not have ready access to
the support of a statistician.

F L R WILLIAMS
0 Li LLOYD

HPV and Cervical Cancer. (IARC
Scientific Publication No. 94.)N Mulioz, FX
Bosch, OM Jensen. (Pp 155; £19-00.)
Intemational Agency for Research on
Cancer, Lyon, 1989. ISBN 92-832-1194-4.

The role of the human papillomavirus (HPV)
in the aetiology ofcancer of the uterine cervix
has been one of the most intriguing
epidemiological issues of the last decade.
Initial optimism that the key aetiological
agent had been identified has now been
tempered by a realisation that HPV 16/18 can
also be identified in the normal cervix and
that integration of virus DNA into tumour
cell DNA does not necessarily reflect a causal
mechanism. Nethertheless, the debate is not
yet over, particularly with the continued
development of DNA technology and the
recognised deficiencies of previous studies,
and this book gives an authoritative and
readable account (even to the non-specialist)
of the story up to last year.
The book is divided into eight chapters:

four dealing with the epidemiological
evidence, two with DNA hybridisation
techniques and the experimental evidence for
HPV oncogenicity, and two with clinical
issues. Most readers of this journal will turn
eagerly to the last chapter, which summarises
and tabulates the 30 or so published
epidemiological studies and discusses the
methodological difficulties encountered.
There is also considerable interest for the
epidemiological enthusiast in the chapters on
time trends and on measurement error. But
this is not just a book for the expert. I was
gratified to be able to read with reasonable
comprehension of the chapter on DNA
hybridisation techniques: an understanding
of the strengths and limitations of HPV
identification is as important as an
understanding of the epidemiology in
assessing the available evidence. The chapter
on oncogenicity is more closely written but it
is only four pages long and it rewards a little
concentration.

Overall, this is an ideal sort of book: short,
readable, paperback, well referenced and
with a good eight page summary. Although it
deals with a rapidly changing field, the book

references papers as recent as 1988 and it is
the best review available at present.

DAVID MANT

Environmental Health Decision
Making: the Politics of Disease
Prevention. Jens Steensberg. (Pp 325, price
not stated.) Almqvist & Wiksell
International, 1989. ISBN 91-22-01260-6

This paper back has been written by a medical
doctor with a long experience of work in the
Danish national health and environmental
protection administration, following a period
as a visiting scholar at the University ofNorth
Carolina in the USA. The research for the
work was carried out in 1982 and the text
written in 1983. The work has already formed
the basis of a PhD degree and appeared as a
supplement to the Scandinavian Joumal of
Social Medicine.
The book is in four parts, each with one or

more chapters. Part 1 comprises a
background; part 2 covers various aspects of
our environment including air, noise, water,
food, work, home and chemicals; part 3, the
process of decision making, principally in
Denmark and the USA; and part 4, a short
summary ofthe politics ofdisease prevention.
There is one 1984 reference in the text and a
few for 1982, but most of the references,
which total over 500, are for 1981 or earlier.
Although aimed at medical doctors and

other health and scientific personnel in the
fields of public health policy and
administration and of environmental health
administration, it is not a reference work.
Moreover it is difficult to envisage such a
wide appeal for a book with this title which
barely mentions the nuclear industry, one of
the biggest political issues in environmental
health in the past forty years. Indeed the
nuclear industry merits only one paragraph, a
brief mention of the Three Mile Island
incident in 1979. It seems odd for a book with
this title to be published in 1989 which makes
no mention of Chernobyl, nor the effect this
has had on the politics of nuclear power.
Although the author justifies the late
publication on the grounds that the functions
ofour administrative and political systems are
changing slowly, not many would be
prepared to agree.

Technology Assessment and New
Kidney Stone Treatment Methods.
(Commission of the European Communities
Health Services Research Series No. 4.) Eds
F Kamper-Jorgensen, S Challah, T Folmer
Andersen. (Pp 189; £25-00.) Oxford
University Press, 1988. ISBN 0-19-2616-498.

This is the proceedings of a workshop held in
Copenhagen in March 1986 and sponsored by
the Health Services Research Committee of
the European Economic Community. As a
step towards European collaboration in the
assessment of health care technology-a
difficult task being tackled by only a few
researchers in each country-it is welcome.
Nevertheless, it must be judged against the
high standards set by the published
proceedings of two previous workshops
devoted to health technology assessment: that
held in Switzerland in April 1982 and devoted
to renal dialysis, computerised tomography
and cimetidine; and that held in Birmingham

in October 1984 and devoted to economic
perspectives on health technology
assessment.2
Judged by these criteria, the book devoted

to kidney stone treatment methods is
disappointing. First, it engenders real
concern that neither the theory nor the
practice of health technology assessment has
advanced since 1982, at least in Europe. Of
the three countries that claim to have tried, or
begun, to assess extracorporeal shock wave
lithotripsy (ESWL), only the United
Kingdom generates a chapter that is both
clear and detailed. That chapter tells how the
randomised trial proposed by researchers was
rejected as unethical by urologists confident
that ESWL was markedly superior to all
other therapies. Unfortunately, the
descriptive, and therefore much weaker,
study that replaced the proposed trial has
since suggested that ESWL may be less
effective, and less efficient, than
percutaneous nephrolithotomy.3 Thus,
although all concerned (clinicians,
researchers and the British Department of
Health) acted with the best of intentions, the
first British assessment of ESWL generated
little firm evidence.

Unfortunately, the book under review will
do little to improve the mediocre standards of
health technology assessment that it portrays.
The editors have failed to exercise either the
sapiential leadership or the editorial skills that
characterised their predecessors.' 2 The
result is a pot-pourri of contributions from
seven countries that will tell researchers little
about new kidney stone therapies, and
urologists little about health technology
assessment.

IAN RUSSELL

1 Culyer AJ, Horisberger B, eds. Economic and
medical evaluation of health care technologies.
Berlin: Springer, 1983.

2 Drummond MF, ed. Economic appraisal ofhealth
technology in the European Community.
Commission of the European Communities
Health Services Research Series No.2. Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 1987.

3 Mays N, Challah S, Patel S, et al. Clinical
comparison of extracorporeal shock wave
lithotripsy and percutaneous surgery in
treating renal calculi. Br Med J 1988; 297:
253-8.

Disablement in the Community. Ed
IAN G JONES Donald L Patrick, Hedley Peach. (Pp 230;

£17.50.) Oxford University Press, 1989,
ISBN 0-19-261434-7.

The recent national survey on disability has
highlighted the extent of need amongst those
living in the community. This book reports
on one local survey carried out between 1977
and 1983 in the London borough ofLambeth.
We are told that the various elements of the
survey, referred to in the text as the
"Lambeth studies", were planned as an
inquiry to provide information on the
epidemiology of disablement, in order to
apply this information to health and social
policy questions affecting the community,
and disabled people in general.
Donald Patrick introduces the book with a

chapter on the sociomedical approach to
disablement, using the concepts of
impairment, disability and handicap from the
International Classification of Impairments,
Disabilities and Handicaps (ICIDH),
published by WHO in 1980. After opening
chapters which deal largely with methods, the
book is loosely structured on these concepts,
with later chapters dealing with impairment
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and disability, and the various aspects of
disadvantage (handicap), such as economic
self sufficiency and social integration, that
can arise.
The survey used similar methods to others

of the genre, but it also included additional
investigations, notably a longitudinal
element, and there is an interesting chapter
which examines the methods, as well as the
results of this aspect of the survey. Readers
will obtain a rare opportunity to consider the
dynamics of disability in the community,
although amore detailed examination ofthese
dynamics and their implications for service
delivery would have strengthened this
chapter considerably.
The epidemiological or "community"

dimensions ofdisability is only really found in
the introductory chapters, and for example
David Locker's chapter on coping with
disability and handicap focuses on a small
group of people disabled by rheumatoid
arthritis. This is not to deny the value of the
different insights offered, but those looking
for a community wide perspective would find
it difficult to translate some of the
information to that level. The book is perhaps
best viewed as a "reader" for disability in the
community, as the chapters (and some show
their origins as previously published papers)
are best viewed as separate insights into the
different dimensions of disability and
handicap.

ALAN TENNANT

Prospects for Primary and Secondary
Prevention of Cervix Cancer. (Cancer
Surveys, vol 7, No 3.) Eds EG Knox, C
Woodman. (Pp 200; £26 50.) Oxford
University Press, 1988. ISBN 0261-2429

With the recent upsurge of interest in the
establishment of effective cervix cancer
screening has come the recognition that an
organised multidisciplinary approach is
needed, integrating the epidemiological,
behavioural, clinical and laboratory aspects of
screening. Too often, experts in any one of
these areas are unaware of developments in
the others, and it is difficult for those
responsible for organising screening
programmes to obtain an overview of all these
aspects. This issue of Cancer Surveys should
help to remedy these deficiencies, though a
disappointing omission is the lack of any
social science perspective on participation in
screening.
The first part ofthe book is concerned with

epidemiological and organisational aspects of
cervix cancer screening, beginning with a
sensible introduction by the editors,
indicating that technical advances in the
various areas do not automatically lead to an
effective screening programme. This is
followed by a very complex chapter by the
same authors, measuring the effectiveness of
cervix cancer screening using statistical
modelling, which would probably be beyond
the understanding of most readers. Hakama
and Louhivuori have contributed a valuable
chapter on the effective population based
Finnish programme, which provides useful
lessons for other countries. (Some gremlins
seem to have converted Matti Hakama tO
"she" in the biographical notes). The chapter
by Cuzick and Boyle provides interesting and
detailed data on trends in cervix cancer
mortality by age for 15 different countries
from 1950-1985.
The second half of the book is concemed

mainly with basic laboratory research,
including a chapter on recent work in
developing biological markers for predicting
progression of preinvasive lesions, two
(largely historical) chapters on the role of
herpes simplex virus, which make interesting
reading in view of the current interest in
human papilloma virus (HPV), and another
on the possible role of Epstein-Barr virus.
Three chapters on HPV provide a useful
summary of current work in this area. The
excellent and balanced chapter by Meanwell
on the epidemiology of HPV should be
required reading for all clinicians. The book
concludes with a comprehensive summary
of treatment of cervical intraepithelial
neoplasia, including pretreatment assess-
ment, treatment options, and management of
treatment failure.
This book would be a useful resource for

anyone working in cervix cancer screening.
For the most part it is straightforward and
readable, and it provides information which is
not usually readily available in one source.

JUDITH STRATON

Short
Reviews

Perinatal and Multigeneration
Carcinogenesis. (IARC Scientific
Publication No 96.) Eds NP Napalkov, JM
Rice, L Tomatis, H Yamasaki. (Pp 436;
£48-00.) International Agency for Research
on Cancer, Lyon, 1989. ISBN 92-832-1196-0.

The possible effects of perinatal exposure to
carcinogens are among a number of research
topics in which IARC has been heavily
involved. This present book comprises the
proceedings of a meeting on this subject held
in Leningrad in 1988 in which the purpose
was to discuss the present state of research
from the perspective of a variety of
disciplines-epidemiology, pathology, bio-
chemistry and molecular biology. This
multidisciplinary approach is reflected in the
content of the book, which is divided
into three sections: (1) experimental
carcinogenesis: models; (2) experimental
carcinogenesis: mechanisms; and (3) studies
related to direct observations in humans.
This latter epidemiological section includes
overviews ofstudies concerned with exposure
to chemicals, diethylstilboestrol, and ionising
radiation. This is a useful book for those
interested in this aspect of epidemiology.

Foetus into Man. Physical Growth from
Conception to Maturity. JM Tanner (Pp
280; £6-00.) Castlemead Publications, 1989.
ISBN 0-948555-23-8.

This is the second edition ofa book which was
first published in 1977 and describes the
process ofgrowth in children. Although parts
ofthe book are concemed with biological and
endocrinological aspects, much emphasis is
given to epidemiological issues. The book is
attractive in presentation and the author has
undoubtedly produced a book which "the

biologically unsophisticated reader will
understand and the biologically sophisticated
approve". It may therefore be an appropriate
book for epidemiologists and those interested
in community child health who wish an

authoritative, but not indigestible, treatise on
normal growth.

Clinical Effects of Environmental
Chemicals. A Software Approach to
Etiological Diagnosis. RD Kimbrough,
KR Mahaffey, P Grandjean, S-H Sandoe,
DD Rutstein. (Pp 110; £36-00.) Hemis-
phere Publishing Corporation, 1989. ISBN
0-89116-921-0.

With intoxications due to environmental
chemicals, the causative substances are
frequently hard to identify from a patient's
exposure history. Even when exposure
information is obtained, several chemicals
may be involved, or the composition of the
chemical products may be unknown. In such
cases the clinical picture can be an important
guide to the aetiological diagnosis. Following
an introductory overview of the subject, this
book is divided into three parts: the first
provides an alphabetical listing of
environmental chemicals and describes the
symptoms and signs associated with each.
The second part provides a list of symptoms
and signs and describes the chemicals which
may be an aetiological factor for each. The
third part comprises a comprehensive list of
references of the clinical effects of individual
chemicals. Thus this book is essentially a
useful reference text. A floppy disk is also
enclosed so that the reference system may be
accessed on computer if preferred.

Dioxins and Furans. T Paddock. (Pp 113;
510 00.) Academy of Sciences, Philadelphia,
1989. ISBN 0-910006-08-3.

This booklet consists of a comprehensive,
concise and easy to read review of scientific
information on dioxins and furans. It
includes a short history of the incidents and
issues that have made dioxin a household
word and discusses how dioxins and furans
are regulated. It is fully indexed and
annotated and should be of interest to those
concemed with environmental health.

F G R FOWKES

NOTICES

Health related quality of life: the
European group for the Nottingham
Health Profile

The European group for the Nottingham
Health Profile (NHP) has been in existence
for three years. Its purpose is to refine a
method for the translation and retesting ofthe
Nottingham Health Profile in European
languages.
The group produces country specific

versions oftheNHP and is currently working
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