
Book reviews

problems (all with names) which have relevance to
research methods in the social sciences? Well, I
certainly didn't, but this book by an eminent Professor
of Sociology identifies all of them, over and over
again. Indeed, one of the stated aims of the book is to:
"break down sexism in research into manageable
components, these components are more easily and
clearly identifiable if they have names" (p 107). .. like
androcentrism, gynocentricity, gender insensitivity,
overgeneralisation, gender dysphoria and
decontextualization. Whilst the blurb on the back of
the book proclaims the text to be relatively free of
technical terms, I feel that several good points were in
fact obscured in a welter of sociological/feminist
jargon. "Sexual dichotism" is: . . . "a modern version
of biologism which treats a biological variable (sex) as
if it were a social variable" (p 125). I'm bound to say
that for me it's sex in its social context that is fun. The
author provides us with some stunning insights into
research methodology...: "If we ask different
questions of the two sexes we will receive different
answers about them" (p 92).

This book clearly identifies types of sexist problems
and the component of the research process in which
particular kinds ofdifficulties may appear. The author
illustrates her typologies well, with recent examples
from the literature. She also provides thought
provoking guidelines for good non-sexist practice.

There is no doubt that sex, in all its permutations,
must be taken seriously as a potential source of bias in
research. Perhaps this book takes it a little too
seriously.

P A GILLEES
Department ofCommunity Medicine andEpidemiology

University of Nottingham
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Handbook ofoccupational medicine. Ed: Robert J
McCunney. (Pp 510; £15.95) Boston: Little,
Brown Co, 1988 (distributed by Churchill
Livingstone).

This 500 page, small format American paperback
gives up to date information on occupational health
problems and approaches in a practical fashion. Thus
the sections on occupational diseases suggest critical
questions in the clinical history, and provide a
practical review of management. All the major
occupational conditions are covered, and there are
useful sections on health promotion, economics, risk
assessment, and the role ofthe occupational physician.
While limited for British readers by its American
orientation and references, this is a practical and
readable book.
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Mental health problems in old age. Eds: Brian
Gearing, Malcolm Johnson and Tom Heller. (Pp
222, £10.50) Chichester: John Wiley, 1988.

This "reader" produced by the Open University
consists of reprints of articles by such authors as
Margot Jefferys, Elaine Murphy, and J A Muir Gray.
The topics cover the demography of ageing and the
epidemiology of mental disorders, community needs,
biological factors, assessment of mental health and
approaches to treatment and care. It should be a useful
source book for students.

Peer review in general practice. Ed: R P T M
Grol, P J R Mesker and F G Schellevis. (Pp 230,
fl.50) The Netherlands: Nijmegen University,
1988.

The Nijmegen University Department of General
Practice in The Netherlands has produced a detailed
text on peer review, with discussions of problem
solving, issues in the provision of care in general
practice, and the development ofprotocols and of peer
review method. Specific protocols for peer review are
given for a range of conditions such as abdominal
pain, sore throat, and hearing impairment. This
should be a useful source book for those involved in
peer review and audit, particularly in primary care.

Epidemiology, health and society. Ed: Mervyn
Susser. (Pp 309; £35.00) Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 1988.

This is a very interesting collection of reprinted
chapters and papers, written by Dr Susser and his
collaborators. Mervyn Susser writes well and covers
many interesting and original concepts. Several relate
to approaches to logic and judgment, addressing
Popperian philosophy, causal thinking, the separation
of hereditary and environmental factors, and
analytical methods. The main strength is the 13 papers
under the heading of "Health and society", which
present an epidemiological perspective on such issues
as the definition of health, the effects of
industrialization and of apartheid, life stresses, and
early environment. The opening section on
epidemiologists in society deals with the ethics of
epidemiology and its development, both historically
and in recent times, and is an apologetic for the value
and relevance of the epidemiological method. This
collection should be attractive to a wide range of
readers.
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Essentials of medical statistics. Ed: Betty R
Kirkwood. (Pp 234; £9.95) Oxford: Blackwell
Scientific Publications, 1988.

Lecture notes on medical statistics, 2nd edition.
Ed: Aviva Petrie. (Pp 270; £8.95). Oxford:
Blackwell Scientific Publications, 1987.

Two more contributions to the fairly competitive field
of basic textbooks in statistics with a medical
application. Aviva Petrie's book of 270 pages follows
the conventional approach from descriptive statistics,
probability and sampling distributions to linear
regression, correlation and distribution free methods.
There are short chapters on clinical trials, vital
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statistics, and observational studies, under which most
epidemiological studies are grouped. Some more
complex methods such as multiple regression are dealt
with briefly in the relevant chapter.
The "Essentials ofmedical statistics" by Kirkwood,

234 pages in a larger page and subjectively more
attractive format, has a more mathematical approach
with fewer examples. The approach is similar (in both
books the x2 test comes after such procedures as
analysis of variance or multiple regression), and there
are separate chapters on survival analysis, planning
and conducting an investigation, sources of error,
cohort and case control studies, and clinical trials and
intervention studies.

Both books deserve consideration as good basic
texts.
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