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work, and with working for a greater proportion of
the time after the start of the patient's first job. This
association remained when the three items in (2)
were taken into account.

(5) It was concluded that the three items in (2)
could be used to predict the length of time at work
in the year after discharge. When information on
whether a job was prepared at discharge was also
taken into account, it was possible to distinguish
patients whose work records were likely to be poor
and on whom the limited resources of community
support might be concentrated.
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SOCIETY FOR SOCIAL MEDICINE

In the account of the meeting held on September 27-29, 1962, which appeared in the last issue of this
Journal (Brit. J. prev. soc. Med., 1963, 17, 45), the paper by Kessel and McCulloch should have been
reported as follows:

Edinburgh's Attempted Suicides, by NEIL KESSEL and
WALLACE MCCULLOCH (M.R.C. Unit for Research on the
Epidemiology of Psychiatric Illness, Edinburgh): In one
ward all cases of attempted suicide, defined as self-
poisoning or injury, are resuscitated and psychiatrically
screened. More than one per thousand of the adult
population are admitted annually.
The untreated consequences of the patient's action

are categorized as: death (20 per cent.), death probable
(12 per cent.), death unlikely (12 per cent.), and death

impossible (56 per cent.), but severity of mental state
does not run parallel.

90 per cent. use poisons, chiefly barbiturates.
Nine-tenths of the patients stay less than a week.

26 per cent. become psychiatric in-patients and 44 per
cent. psychiatric out-patients; 30 per cent. need no
further psychiatric supervision.
A similar rapid psychiatric screening service is advo-

cated for every poison treatment centre.
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