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Contrasts in public transport

A
n important aim of public policy in
many countries is to increase the use
of public transport, for both environ-

mental and health reasons. However, bus
stops may differ in their appearance in ways
that may promote or discourage their use, for
example, seating, the extent of graffiti, and
protective barriers enclosing nearby trees
and shrubs. Lack of perceived defensible
space is associated with a heightened fear of
crime1 and may deter use, or invoke anxiety
in users.

Anne Ellaway, Sally Macintyre
MRC Social and Public Health Sciences Unit,
University of Glasgow, 4 Lilybank Gardens,

Glasgow G12 8RZ, UK

Correspondence to: Dr A Ellaway,
anne@msoc.mrc.gla.ac.uk

REFERENCE
1 Smith S. Social relations, neighbourhood

structure and fear of crime in Britain. In: Evans D,
Herbert D, eds. The geography of crime. London:
Routledge, 1989.

344 Cameron, Kliewer, Purdie, et al

www.jech.com

 on A
pril 10, 2024 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://jech.bm

j.com
/

J E
pidem

iol C
om

m
unity H

ealth: first published as on 13 M
arch 2006. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://jech.bmj.com/

