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Still publishing after all these years

In this number, we carry linked contributions from two of
the great postwar public health practitioners, Professors
Jerry Morris and Mervin Susser. Appropriately, we also
initiate our new section, “The JECH Gallery”, with a por-
trait of Jerry Morris. At the age of 90, Jerry Morris is still
producing powerful contributions to public health and
social medicine. Morris, together with his group from the
London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine,
considers what a minimum income for healthy living
needs to be for single, working men aged 18 to 30 in the
UK. The novel methodology deployed challenges policy
makers to justify the assumptions that they make when
setting seemingly arbitrary levels of income support.

While Morris et al’s focus is on young adult men, the same
approach would be equally of interest, and politically timely
if applied for example to the situation of pensioners. This
work is in the great tradition of British poverty studies going
back to Rowntree at the beginning of the 20th century.

Meanwhile, in an editorial on inequality, Mervin Susser
touches base with Jerry Morris’ work and explores the
apparent paradoxes that determine the continuing existence
of inequalities in health despite radical changes in disease
patterns, and that relative inequality seems to increase with
increasing standard of living.

JOHN R ASHTON, CBE
Editor

The JECH Gallery

Professor J N “Jerry” Morris

Jerry Morris was born in Liverpool in 1910 and educated
in Glasgow and London. After an early career in Notting-
ham Public Health department and as Assistant MoH for
Middlesex in 1939–41, he spent much of the war in the
RAMC in India. His friendship with the
social scientist Richard Titmuss began in
the late 1930s, and during the war Morris
and Titmuss published pioneering papers
on juvenile heart disease. These interests
were carried further when Morris became
the Director of the MRC’s (Medical
Research Council) Social Medicine Unit,
established in 1948 initially at the Central
Middlesex Hospital, a strong centre for
social medicine in the postwar years. The
Unit moved first to the London Hospital in
1956, and then to the London School of
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine (LSHTM)
in 1967. Its tenure was extended until Jerry
Morris’ retirement in 1975. During the
1950s the Unit published pioneering pa-
pers on infant mortality and the influence
of physical exercise on coronary heart
disease. Its later work in the late 60s and
early 70s was much concerned with cardiovascular disease.

Jerry Morris’ association with Titmuss and with Brian
Abel Smith, both at the London School of Economics, was
important in the formation of health policy under the UK’s
Labour governments of the 1960s. Already in Uses of Epi-
demiology (1957) he had written a pioneering textbook with
a blueprint for chronic disease epidemiology. While
Titmuss was a member of the Todd committee on medical

education, Morris was a member of the Seebohm committee
on the personal social services and of the Hunter committee
on medical administration. These committees were of
central importance in the restructuring of the health service

and the redesignation of the MoH as the
community physician within the health
service, establishing new social service
departments in the local authorities. Morris
was the architect of the new community
physician, responsible for community diag-
nosis and intended to be the linchpin of the
National Health Service in the UK. At the
LSHTM, the MSc in Community Medicine
was established to train this new cadre.

Jerry Morris has been a member of many
significant postwar health committees, from
the first RCP committee on smoking and air
pollution in the 1950s to the Black com-
mittee on inequalities in health in 1979. At
the centennial Olympic Games he was
honoured, together with Ralph PaVenbarger,
with a special medal in recognition of
pioneering studies demonstrating how exer-
cise reduces the rate of heart disease. In

2000, he continues as an active member of the Health
Promotion Research Unit at LSHTM.

(We are indebted to the organising committee of the cel-
ebration for Jerry Morris’ 90th birthday conference for kind
permission to republish this pen portrait here.)

JOHN R ASHTON, CBE
Editor
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