





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Journal of Epidemiology & Community Health]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 70, Issue Suppl 1 
	P16 Does the self-rated health item measure the same thing in India and in Switzerland? A cross-cultural study of construct validation


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Posters


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      P16 Does the self-rated health item measure the same thing in India and in Switzerland? A cross-cultural study of construct validation
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	S Cullati1,2, 
	S Mukhopadhyay3, 
	C Burton-Jeangros1, 
	A Chakraborty3

	[bookmark: aff-1]
1Institute of Demography and Socioeconomics, University of Geneva, Geneva, Switzerland

	[bookmark: aff-2]
2Unit of Population Epidemiology, Geneva University Hospitals, Geneva, Switzerland

	[bookmark: aff-3]
3Institute of Development Studies, Kolkata, India





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract
Background In European countries, the self-rated health (SRH) item has been widely used to measure respondents’ self-reported overall health, because of its satisfactory reliability and validity and its usefulness. India is an emerging country and has implemented the SRH item in many of its population and health surveys. However, the validity of SRH between high and low income countries is not known: does SRH measure the same thing in India and in a European context? The objective is to assess the construct validity of SRH in India and Switzerland.

Methods Data on 9,228 Indians residents (World Health Survey 2003) and 16,651 Swiss residents (Swiss Health Interview Study 2007) were used. SRH was the dependent variable and health predictors – comparable between the two surveys – were grouped into five dimensions: physical (four variables), mental (five variables) and functional (two variables) health, chronic diseases (three variables) and health behaviours (five variables). Regression models were used to assess the contribution of each predictor separately for women and men, in both countries. The robustness of findings was checked by using different coding of SRH (linear, binary, etc.). All analyses were adjusted for sociodemographic and socioeconomic factors and conducted with SPSS 22.

Results Analyses showed that almost all health predictors – representing the five health dimensions – were associated with SRH, for men and women, in both countries. Among men, SRH variance was best explained by functional health (India coefficient of determination (R2) 0.375, Switzerland R2 0.214), then by mental health (India 0.262, Switzerland 0.123), physical health (India 0.215, Switzerland 0.175), chronic diseases (India 0.170, Switzerland 0.103) and health behaviours (India 0.145, Switzerland 0.088). Among women, the pattern was similar. R2 was systematically higher in India compared to Switzerland, among men and women.
A few inter-country differences were observable. For example, obesity was negatively associated with good SRH in Switzerland among men (B −0.172 95% CI [−0.220, −0.124]) and women (B −0.162 95% CI [−0.207, −0.116]), while it was positively associated in India among men (B −0.111 95% CI [0.026, 0.195]) and not associated among women.

Conclusion We found emerging evidence of similar construct validity of SRH between India and Switzerland, suggesting that SRH measures the same dimensions of health. Moreover, explained variance was systematically higher in India compared to Switzerland, suggesting a better performance of SRH in this country. However, due to the limited number of comparable health variables in these surveys, further research needs to confirm these preliminary findings.
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