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    Abstract
Background Whether immigrant children receive unnecessary treatments and surgical procedures to a greater extent than non-immigrants remains controversial.

Objective To investigate whether hospitalisation rates differ between immigrant and non-immigrant preschool children and the extent to which such differences relate to specific pathological conditions.

Methods All discharges occurring to children aged 1–5 years between 2005 and 2007 in the Italian Region of Veneto (4.8 million inhabitants) were analysed by diagnosis related groups (DRGs). Crude and age-standardised hospitalisation RRs of immigrant versus Italian children were computed.

Results Hospitalisation rates for medical conditions were similar between immigrant and Italian children. However, hospitalisation rates among immigrant children were significantly lower than those among Italians for all the most frequent surgical DRGs. RRs (95% CI) of immigrant versus Italian children were 0.46 (0.41 to 0.51) for tonsillectomy/adenoidectomy and 0.46 (0.38 to 0.57) for testes procedures in boys; 0.44 (0.38 to 0.49) for tonsillectomy/adenoidectomy and 0.47 (0.34 to 0.65) for extraocular procedures in girls. Only circumcision procedures were more frequent (fourfold excess) among immigrants.

Conclusion Hospitalisation rates for the most frequent surgical procedures are significantly lower among immigrants compared to non-immigrant preschool children. Reduced surgery rates among immigrants might result from a complex interplay between parental attitudes and knowledge of paediatric conditions, language barriers and access to primary care.


	Paediatric surgery
	immigrants
	health services research
	paediatric hospitalisation
	child health
	health services usag
	migration & health
	primary health care
	public health epidemiology




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/jech.2009.103093

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Paediatric surgery
	immigrants
	health services research
	paediatric hospitalisation
	child health
	health services usag
	migration & health
	primary health care
	public health epidemiology



View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	Competing interests None.

	Provenance and peer review Not commissioned; externally peer reviewed.





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alert
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 SoundCloud

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1470-2738Print ISSN: 0143-005X

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


