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‘If the Lord Almighty had consulted me before embarking upon Creation, I should have recommended something simpler’.1 Alfonso X ‘The Wise’ (1221–1284), Spanish King of Castile and León.

In their article, Mackenbach et al2 try to translate health into monetary figures in order to back up with economic arguments their advocacy of intersectoral actions to tackle health inequalities. The reduction of health inequalities by way of improving the health of the less educated—their levelling up approach—would lead to economic gains through its impact on labour participation, labour income, GDP, social security benefits, healthcare costs and total welfare. Taken at face value, the results are forceful: health inequalities across Europe-25 are responsible for more than 700 000 deaths per year, 33.5 million prevalent cases of ill-health, 20% of the total healthcare costs, 15% of the total costs of social security benefits and welfare losses that amount to 9.4% of the GDP (almost €1000 billion per year).
Simple numbers are attractive when they seem to capture complex phenomena in just a few quantitative magnitudes that are appealing to the mass media because they can easily hit the headlines. The implicit assumption behind the authors' calculations is that economic variables are independent … 


View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	Linked articles 129999, 112680.

	Competing interests None.

	Provenance and peer review Commissioned; not externally peer reviewed.





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
        Linked Articles

    
  
  
    	CommentaryResponding to the economic crisis: Europe's governments must take account of the cost of health inequalities

Martin McKee


Journal of Epidemiology & Community Health 2011; 65 391-391   Published Online First:  03 Mar 2011. doi: 10.1136/jech.2010.129999 



	Research reportEconomic costs of health inequalities in the European Union

Johan P Mackenbach
Willem J Meerding
Anton E Kunst


Journal of Epidemiology & Community Health 2010; 65 412-419   Published Online First:  19 Dec 2010. doi: 10.1136/jech.2010.112680 







  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alert
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 SoundCloud

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1470-2738Print ISSN: 0143-005X

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


