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Figure 1 Jerry Morris (1910–2009).



The essence of Jerry's biography can be gleaned from a ‘Cochrane-lite’ review of obituaries that have appeared since his death on 28 October 2009.1–6 The father of post-war British social medicine, he was born at 3 Belgrave Street, Liverpool on 6 May 1910. According to the Financial Times, his father Nathan was a penniless Jewish educator who fled the pogroms of Czarist Russia and took the name Morris from the captain of the ship that brought him to England.1 The family did not stay long in Liverpool, but moved to Glasgow where they settled in a poor neighbourhood amidst the slums. This early experience had a profound effect on Jerry and his brother Max (who became President of the British National Union of Teachers). He never lost his Glaswegian accent.
In addition to his influence as a Hebrew teacher, Nathan Morris's impact on his son's formative years included the imbuing of a life-long commitment to regular exercise. His father would take Jerry and his two brothers for a weekly 4 mile walk, rewarded by an ice cream or a choc-ice if the walk were completed in under an hour. With regard to his political development, Jerry was to tell a particularly opinionated Masters class, of which I was a member (1976–78), that he had been influenced not so much by Marx as by the Old Testament.7 He seems to have volunteered to campaign for the local Labour MP when he was 12, finally joining the Labour Party himself when he was 16. He was to remain a member until Tony Blair took Britain into the Iraq war, when he left to join the Green Party.2 3
Jerry attended Hutcheson's Grammar School and Glasgow University, followed by University College Hospital Medical School in London. … 


View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	John Ashton is guarantor of this article.

	Competing interests None.

	Provenance and peer review Commissioned; not externally peer reviewed.





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
        Linked Articles

    
  
  
    	CorrectionCorrection

BMJ Publishing Group Ltd


Journal of Epidemiology & Community Health 2010; 64 1105-1105   Published Online First:  17 Nov 2010. doi: 10.1136/jech.2009.104349corr1 







  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alert
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 SoundCloud

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1470-2738Print ISSN: 0143-005X

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


