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    We were interested to read the article by Knox1 on the new approach to using local authority data in addressing the effects of air pollution on health. To our knowledge, this has been done only once before and does have the benefit of taking into consideration other confounding variables which time-series studies and cohort studies are often unable to do.
However, there are a number of problems with this paper that make the data very difficult to interpret, and almost certainly result in substantial overestimates of the true health effects. In addition, the mechanistic interpretation put forward by the author does not cohere with current knowledge of the effects of air pollution on health.



  




	The main information data in determining exposures used by Knox are emissions data. These include emissions from stacks at heights many metres above the ground, which, in many cases, will result in quite different levels of actual exposure at ground level.2 This is particularly so for incineration and industrial point sources. … 
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