





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 63, Issue 11 
	Good girls do…get vaccinated: HPV, mass marketing and moral dilemmas for sexually active young women


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Speakers' corner


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Good girls do…get vaccinated: HPV, mass marketing and moral dilemmas for sexually active young women
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Jessica Polzer1, 
	S Knabe2

	1
Dept of Women’s Studies and Feminist Research and School of Health Studies, University of Western Ontario, London, Ontario, Canada

	2
Dept of Women’s Studies and Feminist Research and Faculty of Information & Media Studies, University of Western Ontario, London, Ontario, Canada


	Correspondence to Dr Jessica Polzer, Dept of Women’s Studies and Feminist Research and School of Health Studies, 2340 Somerville House, University of Western Ontario, London, Ontario, CANADA, N6A 3K7; jpolzer{at}uwo.ca




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/jech.2008.084509

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Current media representations of human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccination communicate a potent message that concerns about sexually transmitted infection (STI) are no longer restricted to sexually active “bad girls”. The mass marketing of vaccines against HPV – whether to serve industry efforts to establish markets for products or public health efforts to minimise STIs and cancer morbidity and mortality – firmly yet carefully inscribes the not-yet-sexually-active “good girl” as the primary target in the control of sexually transmitted disease. The rationale for HPV vaccination of girls prior to sexual contact in Canada and elsewhere derives from the high prevalence of the virus (which is typically described as the most common STI worldwide), its ease of transmission through non-penetrative, skin-to-skin contact and the relatively high incidence of HPV infection after onset of sexual relations.1 Because all forms of sexual contact are considered likely to expose girls/teens to HPV, the delivery and mass marketing of HPV vaccination prior to sexual activity frame parental decisions to vaccinate as the right, reasonable and responsible choice to “protect” their daughters and arm them “for life” in the ongoing war against cancer.2 3
Unlike the girls targeted by the school-based vaccination programmes, young women who fall outside the recommended age range for vaccination, and those who are already sexually active, are left in a kind of limbo that stems from the disconnect between mass marketing messages and clinical evidence. On the one hand, the … 
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