
children, a great divergence of marriage and family patterns is revealed. In Canada the
numbers of children per 1,000 women are greater than in most countries, and are especially
high for young mothers; in Switzerland, the numbers of children are low, but not for older
mothers. Again, in the U.S.A. and in the Netherlands the numbers of children per 1,000
women of all ages are very similar, but in the U.S.A. a clear pattern of young marriages and
early family-building is indicated, whilst in the Netherlands the numbers of children born
to older mothers are consistently high. The whole set of tables on marriages, births, and
fertility is extremely valuable, and the linking of these tables leads to many interesting
conclusions-if the figures can be relied upon.

The set of tables on economic characteristics discloses other curious facts, such as the
very high proportion in Japan of women over 65 years of age who are economically active.
This apparently high proportion may depend on the definition of "economically active",
which would be different in industrial and in agricultural countries and could lead to false
conclusions, especially in respect of the female population.

In each succeeding issue, the Demographic Yearbook will continue to bring the basic
tables up to date and will select a new subject for special emphasis, the information being
directly collected for this purpose. The reports, tables, and summaries thus presented will
be of permanent value to local and national authorities concerned with health, employment,
population, and other social responsibilities. The successive issues will build up an encyclo-
paedia of knowledge to which every social scientist, educationist, and student of world affairs,
should have access. LILLI STEIN

Probation and Related Measures. United Nations Department of Social Affairs. New York,
1951. Pp. 284, with seven appendices and bibliography. H.M.S.O., London. (22s. 6d.)

This is an important study, well documented, and collating data from many countries. It
is the first book on the prevention of crime and the treatment of offenders to be published
by the United Nations Secretariat.

The aim of probation is the social rehabilitation of offenders without punishment. It
usually means the conditional suspension of punishment after trial and sentence, and the
personal supervision and guidance of the probationer. It is recognized in most civilized
countries that short-term sentences do nothing to "cure" the early criminal butmerely
bring the law into disrespect, and that treatment should fit the offender rather than the
offence. Probation is thus in no sense a "let off ", but punishment is suspended and may be
imposed at any time during the period of surveillance if the conduct of the probationer so

deserves. "Commutation" and "pardon" must both be distinguished from probation, for
in these conditions the prisoner is not automatically subjected to personal supervision.
Parole, the supervision of pre-delinquents and other maladjusted persons, binding-over,
and conditional suspension of sentence without probationary supervision, are all designed
to reduce or avoid prison sentences, but differ from probation in the absence of personal
contact between the probationer and his supervisor.

In most countries probation was introduced by statute, but in England and in the State
of Massachusetts, U.S.A., it developed from common law practice.

It is a common belief that probation is extended only to juvenile offenders facing their
first conviction. This may have been true in the past, but in most countries to-day, age and
previous convictions are no bar to probation. Serious crimes, and those carrying heavy
minimum prison sentences, are by law exempted; otherwise the personal qualities of the
prisoner and the chances that he will benefit from probationary supervision are the deciding
factors.

Probation may be initiated by two different legal procedures. The Anglo-American method
provides for the suspension of the punishment after sentence, whereas the procedure obtaining
in most countries of Europe suspends the sentence itself, since it is felt by many that the
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salutary effect of a formal conviction and verbally-expressed sentence may be discounted
by the crippling effect in after-life of a recorded conviction.

The best way to provide the close, personal relationship which is the basis of probation
is to select and train suitable probation officers with the greatest care. The work being still
ill-paid and the profession largely unrecognized, there is a lack of volunteers. The administra-
tion of the probation system differs among nations. In Great Britain the responsibility rests
with the local authority, and there is no official recognition of the work of voluntary
individuals and religious bodies. In the Netherlands, on the other hand, while probationary
supervision is a function of the department of the public prosecutor, the actual work of
probation and social rehabilitation is carried out by volunteers and religious bodies, both
subject to a considerable measure of state control.

It is generally considered that probationary supervision can best be provided by a large
voluntary body with a small nucleus of trained personnel. Whichever method is used, there
is little doubt that probation, by permitting the offender to remain a useful member of the
community, offers an alternative to imprisonment which is highly desirable in a modern
society. CATHERINE SWANSTON

UNESCO: Report of the Co-ordinating Committee on Abstracting and Indexing in the
Medical and Biological Sciences. 1951. Pp. 92. Imprimerie Bellenaud, Paris; H.M.S.O.,
London. (5s.)

This report covers the origin and work of the committee from the preparatory conference
at Unesco House in October, 1947, to the end of 1949.

Supplement [1951] to the Catalogue of Economic and Social Projects, 1950. United Nations
Publication Sales No. 1951. II.D.2. Pp. 310+xiv. H.M.S.O., London. (17s. 6d.)

This supplement to the "Catalogue of Economic and Social Projects 1950" covers the
work in progress during 1950 and carried over or approved for initiation in 1951. It reflects
the 1951 programme approved on January 1, 1951, and should be used in conjunction with
the 1950 Catalogue which remains the basic document.
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