
Many curious differences between countries and between decades emerge, and many
problems which need fuller investigation become visible. For instance, the general
decrease in the death rates in all countries during the last fifty years has especially benefited
females, and the ratio of male to female mortality in the most recent years is greater than
unity in almost all countries for all age-groups: yet mortality is higher in Ireland for women
aged 15 to 39, and in Scotland for women aged 15 to 34, than for men of the same ages.
This phenomenon indicates the existence of a question whether the conditions of life are
especially difficult for young women in these countries, or whether one disease (such as
tuberculosis) is responsible for the higher total female mortality. To take another example
arousing speculation, the total mortality rate for the elderly and aged in the Netherlands
is exceptionally low, the main improvement having occurred since 1940. The changing
trends in male and female mortality, and in the ratio of male to female mortality, are
extremely interesting, and the remarkably high ratio in the younger age-groups in some
countries is a further subject for speculation, though in certain cases the changes in this
ratio are probably connected with war conditions, the direction of change in some countries
indicates that there is no simple explanation but that fuller study is needed.

These are but a few of the many fascinating problems revealed by this excellent paper,
and the more deeply one examines the Tables the more fully one becomes aware of their
implications. The paper is to be recommended as not only worth studying as a
competent and thoughtful presentation of a wealth of valuable information, but also as
worth keeping as a reference book and as a guide to further investigation. L. STEIN

Hospital and Community. IH. Hospital-Treated Sickness amongst the People of Ayrshire.
1950. The Nuffield Provincial Hospitals Trust, London. Pp. x+55. 3s. 6d.

This is the report of a survey carried out as a sequel to a similar study made in Stirling-
shire in 1947. Besides presenting a report of all types of treated sickness occurring in
the course of one year among the inhabitants of Ayrshire, the findings of this survey are
compared with those in the Stirlingshire survey. The aims of these studies were not
only to make analyses of hospital patients, but also to obtain a broad picture of sickness
in relation to the social background, the limitations and imperfections of hospital records
for such a purpose being borne in mind by the investigators. The results are set out
concisely in sections dealing with the total volume and types of sickness, the duration of
stay in hospital, the results of treatment, and the disposal of patients. Variations due to
geographical factors, age and sex differences, seasonal incidence, social class, and occupa-
tion are also discussed. In the chapter which compares the Ayrshire with the Stirlingshire
findings, many similarities are brought out, one of the most striking being that in both
counties one person in every seven received hospital care at least once during the year.

The value of surveys such as these cannot be stressed too highly; it is to be hoped that
many others will be made, and that their results will be set out equally clearly and effi-
ciently. If the data collected were somewhat extended, such records could make the
greatest contribution to our knowledge of the effects of new therapy. L. STEIN

Stillbirths. Epidemiology and Social Significance. By IAN SUTHERLAND, M.A., D.Phil.,
F.S.S. Foreword by J. A. RYLE, M.D., F.R.C.P. 1949. Geoffrey Cumberlege,
Oxford University Press, London. Pp. xii+94. 7s. 6d.

In this study of stillbirths and their epidemiology and social significance, Dr. Sutherland
reviews the information available on the stillbirth rate in several countries with a rate
rather lower than that obtaining in Great Britain, and has shown its connexion with the
neo-natal rate. From this basis he proceeds to analyse statistically the medical causes of
stillbirths for several periods in Scotland and in England and Wales, and such biological
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factors as age and parity of the mother, and interval between successive births, which have
been found to have a connexion with stillbirths. Having shown that, though medical and
biological factors account for some of the epidemiological features of the stillbirth rate,
they are insufficient in themselves to account for the observed variations in different
geographical regions or for the unexpected wartime decline in the stillbirth rate, he goes on
to consider social and economic influences, concentrating mainly on the immediate pre-war
years, and using the established technique of multiple regression. The indices used in his
regression equations were chosen to specify the age and parity distribution of the con-
finements and the social and economic background of each local area. He finds a positive
association of the stillbirth rate with poorly-paid work, with post-natal mortality, and with
unemployment, but not with the index of overcrowding. To assess the importance of
such socio-medical influences as antenatal supervision and the standard of medical and
obstetrical services, Sutherland adds two further indices relating to doctors and nurses
available, but found no correlation with them of the stillbirth rate. In conclusion, he
considers the possibilities of further reduction in stillbirths, and stresses the need for
further studies and detailed enquiries to supplement the statistical surveys of whole
countries, which reach only broad conclusions.

Though such broad surveys as this cannot answer in detail all the questions relevant to
the variations in stillbirths in different sections of the community, such studies are never-
theless essential in analysing the basic data available and in providing the foundation
from which more specific studies can spring. The disentangling of the various biological,
medical, social, and economic factors contributing to the annual total of deaths of the
new-born and the near-born is a complex problem, to the solution of which Sutherland's
study has contributed. L. STEIN

Sir Benjamin Ward Richardson. By Sir ARTHUR SALUSBURY MACNALTY, K.C.B., M.A.,
M.D. F.R.C.P., F.R.C.S. 1950. Harvey and Blythe Ltd., London. Pp. vii+92.
7s. 6d.

This is a straightforward account of the life and work of a cultured Victorian physician,
who made contributions to the sciences of physiology, anaesthesia, general medicine,
epidemiology, and sanitation, as well as to general literature. He was also a leader in
the campaign against the excessive use of alcohol as a therapeutic agent. The extra-
ordinary diversity of the interests of this intensely active man no doubt prevented the
concentration of thought necessary to achieve real mastery in any one branch. Richardson
was a friend of Chadwick and Snow, worked in the cholera epidemics, and was active in
the formation of the early societies and journals devoted to the study of public health.
Sir Arthur MacNalty has drawn a vivid picture of a striking personality. R. PASSMORE

The Science of Wealth. By J. A. HOBSON, revised by R. F. HARROD. 4th ed., 1950.
Geoffrey Cumberlege, Oxford University Press, London. Pp. ix+214. 5s.

It may be stating the obvious to assert that no man can be an expert without a sound
knowledge of subjects allied to his own. To readers of this Journal who, believing this,
wish to acquire something more than a smattering of economics, this little book, first
published in 1911 and now in its fourth edition, can confidently be recommended.

The author, with scientific detachment, describes the working of the industrial system
under capitalism, and the modifications brought about by the increasing part played by
modern states after capitalism had failed to "deliver the goods". As the book was last
revised in 1934, the views expressed on state socialism are almost prophetic, and make
interesting reading. Of particular interest also at the present time are the chapters on the
growth of the labour movement as a political force and on foreign trade; in the latter, the
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