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CORRECT1ON

Middlesbrough Meeting, September 1981 (June 1982, p 150)

The headline should read: "Summary of papers presented at meeting of the Society for
Social Medicine in Middlesbrough. September 1981."
The following abstract of a paper given at this meeting has recently been received.

LOOKING AT CHANGES OVER TIME: GENERAL LESSONS FROM A STUDY OF THE
HANDS OF PATIENTS WITH RHEUMATOID ARTHRITIS

The analysis of categorical data from longitudinal studies has been relatively neglected in statistical
publications. In particular, ordinal scale data, because of its ordering, is often subjected to arbitrary
scoring schemes or a dichotomisation is used to simplify the analysis.

Recently a class of models for ordinal regression was presented by McCuliagh. For
interpretation, these have the appeal that the observed response is governed by an underlying
continuous variable. McCullagh deals only with situations where the responses for different values
of the independent variable are not related. This is not the case for logitudinal data but Koch's
general approach to categorical data using weighted least squares can be adapted to fit McCullagh's
models.

This method has been used to analyse a study of the development of deformity in the hands of
patients with rheumatoid arthritis. Together with Markov chain analysis, these approaches have
shed light on whether the timing of early synovectomy is critical.

JOHN TOMENSON, APRIL KAY, PHILIP H N WOOD

Arthritis and Rheumatism Council Epidemiology Research Unit, University of Manchester,
Manchester M13 9PT

223

P
rotected by copyright.

 on M
ay 22, 2023 by guest.

http://jech.bm
j.com

/
J E

pidem
iol C

om
m

unity H
ealth: first published as 10.1136/jech.36.3.223 on 1 S

eptem
ber 1982. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://jech.bmj.com/

