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FACULTY OF COMMUNITY MEDICINE
The Report of the Royal Commission on Medical

Education (1965-68) recommended that an organization
should be formed which would have a major role in the
training of those who practise in the field of Community
Medicine.
A working party, composed of representatives of the

Royal College of Physicians of London, the Royal Col-
lege of Physicians of Edinburgh, and the Royal College of
Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow and of doctors
drawn from the Society of Medical Officers of Health
and its Scottish branch, the Senior Administrative
Medical Officers of the Regional Hospital Boards in
England and the Welsh Hospital Board, the Society for
Social Medicine, the Scottish Association of Medical
Administrators, medical members of the staffs of the
Department of Health and Social Security and the
Scottish Home and Health Department, has been meeting
over the last 12 months. As the result of these meetings
the working party has recommended to the Colleges that
they should combine in the formation of a Faculty of
Community Medicine which will be part of their own
structure.
Community Medicine is that branch of medicine which

deals with populations or groups rather than with indi-
vidual patients. In the context of a national system of
medical care, it, therefore, comprises those doctors who
try to measure accurately the needs of the population
both sick and well. It will require to bring to this study
special knowledge of the principles of epidemiology, of
the organization and evaluation of medical care systems,
of the medical aspects of the administration of health
services, and of the techniques of health education and
rehabilitation which are comprised within the field of
social and preventive medicine. Community Medicine
thus brings together within the one discipline those who
are presently engaged in the practice of public health, in
the administration of the health service whether in hos-
pital, local authority or central government, in relevant
research, and those responsible for undergraduate and
postgraduate education in the University Departments
of Social Medicine.

It is hoped that the inaugural meeting of the Faculty
will take place in March 1972 and we would like to draw
attention to the invitation, which appears on another
page, to those eligible to apply for Foundation Member-
ship of the Faculty.

We have been asked to publish the above notice by the Presidents of the Royal Colleges of Physicians of the United
Kingdom.
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